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our Nation hold dear. We are always mindful 
that our actions and undertakings should, at 
all times, reflect this fact. Our all-volunteer 
military is comprised of your neighbors, 
friends, and relatives, who have answered 
America’s call to service during a time of 
war. 

I would like to tell you the story of one 
such American that answered America’s call 
to service during war: 

Rick Rescorla was not born of this coun-
try. He came to this country from his native 
England in 1963, and entered the United 
States Army shortly thereafter. His natural 
leadership abilities were identified early on. 
Having graduated from Basic Training, Rick 
was selected to attend Officer Candidate 
School and Airborne training at Fort 
Benning, Georgia. Upon graduation Rick was 
assigned to 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regi-
ment, 1st Cavalry Division. It was here that 
he would learn lasting lessons in service and 
sacrifice. 

In November 1965 a young 2LT Rick 
Rescorla found himself leading his men dur-
ing America’s first major battle of the Viet-
nam War, the Battle of Ia Drang. The battle 
was a vicious, guttural affair, and was viv-
idly described by the commanding officer of 
the battle, LTC Hal Moore, and war cor-
respondent Joe Galloway in their book, We 
Were Soldiers Once . . . and Young. 

In the book, Moore described Rescorla as 
‘‘the best platoon leader I ever saw.’’ 
Rescorla’s men nicknamed him ‘‘Hard Core’’ 
for his bravery in battle, and revered him for 
his good humor and compassion towards his 
men. 

Shortly after the Battle of Ia Drang com-
menced, Rescorla was ordered to move out to 
seize the high ground surrounding the land-
ing zone. He immediately led his platoon for-
ward through the brush towards an enemy 
that they knew was lying in wait. As he did 
this, his image was captured by a combat 
cameraman—this iconic photograph adorns 
the cover of Moore and Galloway’s book. In 
the picture, his face muscles are taut and 
eyes wide under the brow of his helmet. His 
eyes look almost white because they are 
open so wide . . . intense anxiety is plainly 
evident in LT Rescorla’s face. He is very 
clearly afraid . . . afraid that his life may be 
snuffed out at any moment, yet he moves 
with his M–16 at the ready, clenched firmly 
in his hands, its bayonet fixed—a Soldier du-
tifully doing what is asked of him despite 
the danger. 

The picture—captured in a moment of des-
peration and sheer terror—is a powerful 
image of a Soldier doing his duty in combat. 
It’s quite probable that LT Rescorla didn’t 
really know why it was necessary to move 
his platoon forward and take the high 
ground, but he felt a compelling responsi-
bility both to his fellow Soldiers and unit to 
do his duty. Rescorla did his duty that day 
earning a Silver Star for his valor. Yet, this 
was not the last time that his nation would 
require his service and his ultimate sacrifice. 

The final chapter of the Rick Rescorla 
story is even more moving. On September 11, 
2001, Rick was serving as Vice President of 
Security for Morgan Stanley Dean Witter in 
its headquarters in the South Tower of the 
World Trade Center in New York City. After 
the building was struck on that fateful 
morning, Rescorla calmly and expertly di-
rected over 2700 employees to safety down 
the fire escape stair wells of the South 
Tower. Rescorla also oversaw the evacuation 
of another 1000 employees from the World 
Trade Building #5. When an old Army buddy, 
Dan Hill, reached him on the phone that day, 
Rescorla could be heard barking orders calm-
ly and collectedly through a bullhorn. He ex-
horted his fellow employees to ‘‘be proud to 
be Americans . . . everyone will be talking 
about you tomorrow.’’ 

After the last of the employees had evacu-
ated the South Tower, he took his security 
team back into the building to make a final 
sweep to ensure everyone had escaped safely. 
When one of his colleagues urged him to 
evacuate as well, Rescorla replied, ‘‘As soon 
as I make sure everyone else is out.’’ He was 
last seen alive on the tenth floor, moving to-
wards danger much in the same way he had 
done 36 years prior at the Battle of Ia Drang. 
Rick Rescorla certainly knew the mortal 
danger he faced, yet did his duty for his fel-
low man. 

Rick Rescorla was not the last hero to die 
in our Nation’s Global War on Terror. His ac-
tions along with hundreds of others that mo-
mentous day sparked a renewed era of sac-
rifice and service in our country. 

Many in this country do not yet fully real-
ize the incredible value and impact that this 
9/11 generation is having, and will continue 
to have, on our society—for they are a hum-
ble, resilient and selfless generation. They 
all remember exactly where they were 9 
years ago when the planes went into the 
World Trade Center, and into the field in PA, 
and into the Pentagon. They are volunteers 
all of them, and our Country has placed the 
security of our Nation on their backs, again, 
and again, and again. And yet despite the re-
peated sacrifices, they have answered the 
call to duty each time, and stood in the gap 
between the evil that is out there and our 
way of life. They have never wavered or 
questioned. They quietly stand among the 
generations of Americans that have gone be-
fore, standing in the gap between the evil 
that is out there, and the values of our Na-
tion and our way of life. 

I have no doubts that history will glori-
ously record their service and sacrifice, for it 
has protected the free world from tyranny 
and evil, and has restored freedom and in-
spired hope where it was absent. As was the 
case with our forefathers, they do not seek 
exclusion and intolerance and violence, but 
rather they seek moderation, and tolerance, 
and inclusion. They protect, defend, and ad-
vocate for the downtrodden and defenseless. 
They are indeed a reflection of you—the 
American people. 

In closing, I ask that we all remember 
those service members who have paid the ul-
timate sacrifice in defense of our Nation. We 
are forever indebted to them for their service 
and sacrifice. 

May we also remember those that are, at 
this very moment, standing watch for us 
around the globe in the name of freedom and 
democracy. 

God bless the great state of Missouri. 
May God bless and protect our Service 

members in harm’s way, as well as their fam-
ilies back home. 

And may God continue to bless the United 
States of America. 

Army Strong. 
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CONGRATULATING SAINT CECELIA 
INTERPAROCHIAL CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 22, 2010 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Saint Cecelia Interparo-
chial Catholic School for receiving the Depart-
ment of Education’s esteemed designation of 
a 2010 National Blue Ribbon School. 

Founded in 1948 with only 60 students 
meeting in the renovated Saint Cecelia Church 

rectory, today it is a hallmark of superior edu-
cation for nearly 500 students. In conjunction 
with their mission of providing a strong spir-
itual and academic foundation, the highly edu-
cated teaching population at Saint Cecelia 
Interparochial School inspire students to 
achieve at a high level as they undertake core 
instruction in religion, math, language arts, 
science, and social science with further enrich-
ment offered through courses in the fine arts, 
language, and technology, as well as clubs, 
ministries and service projects. 

It is no small feat for a school to receive the 
distinguished honor of the Blue Ribbon Award. 
In fact, Saint Cecelia Interparocial Catholic 
School was one of just 50 private schools 
throughout the nation to receive this distinc-
tion. Their effective school leadership and ap-
proach to education has led to a culture of ex-
cellence and a population of high performing 
students. 

As Saint Cecelia’s proudly raises the Blue 
Ribbon flag on its campus, may those in our 
community and across the nation be reminded 
of the good work done there each day to im-
prove the quality of life for every child passing 
through and look to this school as a model of 
exemplary educational practices. 
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HONORING LEWISTON-ALTURA 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

HON. TIMOTHY J. WALZ 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 22, 2010 

Mr. WALZ. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the accomplishments of Lewiston- 
Altura Elementary School in Lewiston, Min-
nesota. 

Last week, Lewiston-Altura Elementary 
School was named one of two schools from 
the First District of Minnesota to be designated 
as a 2010 National Blue Ribbon School. 

This award recognizes exemplary schools 
like Lewiston-Altura Elementary where stu-
dents have made significant progress and the 
gaps in achievement, especially among dis-
advantaged and minority students, have de-
creased. Schools that receive this award truly 
exemplify the belief that every child has prom-
ise and must receive a high-quality education. 

As a teacher on leave from Mankato West, 
I know that achieving success for all students 
takes a commitment from the entire school, 
from the principal to the counselors to the 
teachers. When students see every adult in 
their school dedicated to their success and 
achieving a higher goal, they are motivated to 
do their best. 

This is exactly what Lewiston-Altura Ele-
mentary has done for its students. Under the 
leadership of Principal David Riebel, they have 
focused on building relationships with every 
student, identifying struggling students early 
and setting high standards for achievement. 

This award recognizes what the Lewiston- 
Altura community already knows—Lewiston- 
Altura Elementary is a place where every stu-
dent, no matter their background, can fulfill 
their potential. Lewiston-Altura Elementary is 
an outstanding model of achievement for 
schools across Minnesota and the country. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Lewiston-Altura Elementary School for its 
dedication to the students of Lewiston. 
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